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October 1, 2020 

Demolition Ordinance for 304 North 15th Street 

 

The following is to provide the Council with information on the condemnation process as well as a timeline 

regarding the above property. 

The North Carolina General Statutes provide the framework for the condemnation process. When an 

Inspector is aware of unsafe or dangerous conditions, the Inspector is required to post the property and 

notify the owner of the unsafe condition. A hearing before the Inspector is set no later than 10 days from 

the date of the notice. Based on the findings of the hearing, the inspector may issue an order to repair, 

close, vacate, or demolish the structure as appears appropriate within such period, not less than 60 days, 

as prescribed by the Statutes. The Owner may appeal the order to City Council within 10 days of the date 

of the order. The City Council shall hear and render a decision in the appeal within a reasonable time. The 

City Council may affirm, modify and affirm, or revoke the order. In the absence of an appeal, the order of 

the inspector shall be final. If the owner fails to comply with an order issued by the Inspector or by City 

Council declaring a structure unsafe, the City Council may adopt an ordinance causing the structure to be 

demolished. The amounts incurred by the City in connection with the demolition shall be a lien against 

the real property. 

 

 

Structure Posted as Unsafe 1/7/20 

Notice of Hearing Mailed 1/8/20 

Hearing 1/17/20 9am 

Order Issued to Demolish Structure in 60 days 

Order Sent 1/22/20 

Appeal Deadline 2/1/20 No Appeal was Received 

Demolition Deadline 3/22/20 

Demolition Ordinance presented to City Council 10/13/20 
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Hearing Notice 

January 8, 2020 

 

Notice of Hearing 

Before the Chief Building Inspector 

Town of Morehead City 

 

Luvadie T. Prestwood 

2010 Champion Drive 

Morehead City, NC 28557 

 

 

 Take notice that a hearing will be held before the Chief Building Inspector of the Town of Morehead City, at his office at City Hall, 706 

Arendell Street, Morehead City, NC 28557, on Friday, January 17, 2020, at 11:00 a.m., concerning the condition of the residential building located 

at 304 North 15th Street, Parcel Number 638618423317000, Morehead City, NC. 

 

 You are entitled to be heard in person or by counsel and to present arguments and evidence pertaining to the matter at the hearing. 

 

 Following the hearing, if the Chief Building Inspector determines that the residential building meets one or more of the following 

conditions: 

 

¶ Constitutes a fire or safety hazard; 

¶ Is dangerous to life, health, or property; 

¶ Is likely to cause or contribute to blight, disease, vagrancy, or danger to children; or 

¶ Has a tendency to attract persons intent on criminal activities or other activities which would constitute a public nuisance; 
 

 The Chief Building Inspector may issue an order to repair, close, vacate, or demolish the residential building. 

 

 You may contact the Chief Building Inspector at his office at City Hall or by calling (252) 726-6848, ext. 125, prior to the hearing. 

 

 

 

 

Robert Davis 

Chief Building Inspector 

Town of Morehead City 
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Hearing Minutes 

Hearing  

304 North 15th Street 

Friday, January 17, 2020, 11:00 a.m.  

Minutes 

Present:  Chief Building Inspector Robert Davis, Code Enforcement Officer Jeannie Drake, and John Alex 

Jones. 

Not Present:  Ruby Jones 

Chief Inspector Davis called the hearing to order at 11:00 a.m. and asked that all who wished to speak be 

affirmed.  He administered the oath.  

Sworn in (affirmed) were:  Robert Davis and John Alex Jones. 

According to Mr. Alex Jones, the owner of record is Luvadie T. Prestwood who has passed away.  The heir 

ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ wǳōȅ WƻƴŜǎΣ aǎΦ tǊŜǎǘǿƻƻŘΩǎ ƴƛŜŎŜΦ  aǎΦ wǳōȅ WƻƴŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 

her health, so Mr. Alex Jones is representing his wife. 

Chief Building Inspector Robert Davis stated that a visual inspection of the exterior of the dwelling was 

conducted by staff on January 7, 2020, and the structure was then posted as unsafe.  Chief Inspector Davis 

said that the dwelling is in a dangerous state, and the current owner/heir will be given sixty (60) days to 

demolish the dwelling.   

Chief Inspector Davis explained the demolition process including instructions concerning the 

application/permit and the associated costs.   

There being no further testimony, Chief Inspector Davis had the following findings of fact: 

1. Based upon a visual inspection of the exterior of the home conducted by staff on January 7, 2020, 
it is evident that conditions exist which make the dwelling unsafe and unfit for human habitation. 

2. The home is in violation of General Statute 160A-426 due to the following:  
a. The structure constitutes a fire or safety hazard; 
b. The structure is dangerous to life, health, or property; 
c. The structure is likely to cause or contribute to blight, disease, vagrancy, or danger to 

children; and 
d. The structure has a tendency to attract persons intent on criminal activities or other 

activities which would constitute a public nuisance.  
3. The home was posted on January 7, 2020, and must remain vacant. 
4. A demolition permit must be obtained prior to demolishing the dwelling. 
5. The dwelling must be demolished within sixty (60) days.    

Chief Inspector Davis advised those present of their right to appeal to the City Council within ten (10) days 

of the date of the order in accordance with North Carolina General Statutes. 

There being no further testimony, Chief Inspector Davis closed the hearing at 11:30 a.m. 

Submitted by: Jeannie Drake 



4 
 

Order 

NORTH CAROLINA                                           TOWN OF MOREHEAD CITY 

 

CARTERET COUNTY BEFORE THE CHIEF BUILDING INSPECTOR 

 

 

 

TOWN OF MOREHEAD CITY 

 

            vs.  ORDER 

 

LUVADIE T. PRESTWOOD 

    

 

This cause coming on to be heard before Robert Davis, CHIEF BUILDING INSPECTOR for the TOWN OF 

MOREHEAD CITY in accordance with the provisions of North Carolina General Statutes 160A-426, and the hearing having been 

held on Friday, January 17, 2020, at (the office of the Chief Building Inspector) 706 Arendell Street, Morehead City, North Carolina 

28557.   The hearing was conducted by Chief Building Inspector Robert Davis concerning the condition of the structure at 304 

North 15th Street, Parcel Number 638618423317000, Morehead City, NC.  The owner of record, Luvadie T. Prestwood, has passed 

away.  The surviving heir is Ms. Ruby Jones, Ms. Prestwoodôs niece.  Ms. Ruby Jones was unable to attend the hearing due to her 

health, so Mr. Alex Jones represented his wife. 

 

 The Chief Building Inspector does find that Luvadie T. Prestwood is the owner of certain property known as 

304 North 15th Street, Morehead City, NC 28557, Parcel Number 638618423317000, as the same is shown on the official map or 

plan of the TOWN OF MOREHEAD CITY, and that there is located upon this property a dwelling.  Based upon sworn testimony, 

the Chief Building Inspector does find that Ms. Luvadie T. Prestwood is deceased and her heir is Ruby Jones.  The Chief Building 

Inspector does find that conditions exist which make the dwelling unsafe and unfit for human habitation.  The dwelling is in 

violation of the North Carolina General Statutes Chapter 160A-426 due to the following:  the structure constitutes a fire and safety 

hazard; the structure is dangerous to life, health, and property; the structure is likely to cause or contribute to blight, disease, 

vagrancy, and danger to children; and the structure has a tendency to attract persons intent on criminal activities or other activities 

which would constitute a public nuisance.   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the structure must remain vacant and must be demolished within 

sixty (60) days of this Order.  A demolition permit must be obtained prior to the demolition. 

 

  This ORDER is issued pursuant to authority of North Carolina General Statutes 160A-429.  The owner may 

appeal from the Order to the City Council of the TOWN OF MOREHEAD CITY by giving notice of appeal in writing to the 

Building Inspector and to the City Clerk within ten (10) days following the date of this Order.  Failure to comply with this Order 

is a Misdemeanor.   

  

 This the 22nd day of January, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Robert Davis 

       Chief Building Inspector 

Town of Morehead City 
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Demolition Ordinance Notice 

October 1, 2020 

 

Notice of Demolition Ordinance   

Before the Morehead City Town Council  

 

Luvadie T. Prestwood 

2010 Champion Drive 

Morehead City, NC 28557 

 

Ruby Jones 

2010 Champion Drive 

Morehead City, NC 28557 

 

John A. Jones 

2010 Champion Drive 

Morehead City, NC 28557 

 

 

 

 Take notice that the Chief Building Inspector of the Town of Morehead City will appear before the Morehead City Town Council, on 

Tuesday, October 13, 2020, at 5:30 p.m., to present an Ordinance to demolish the structure located at 304 North 15th Street, Parcel Number 

638618423317000, Morehead City, NC.  After demolition a lien will be placed upon the property for the cost of the demolition. 

 

The Town of Morehead City has no other names or addresses for any heirs that may have an interest in the property. The Town 

requests that this notice be shared will any family members that may have an interest in the property. 

 

 You may contact the Chief Building Inspector at his office at City Hall or by calling (252) 726-6848, ext. 125, prior to the hearing. 

 

 

 

 

Robert Davis 

Chief Building Inspector 

Town of Morehead City 
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The above pictures were taken on January 7, 2020 
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The above pictures were taken on January 7, 2020 

 

 



8 
 

 

 

 

The above pictures were taken on January 7, 2020 

 

 


